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March. 2010 Greetings from Puerto Plata
Volume No. VI
|52uuem,\70,90 Instead of gifts for Christmas and birthdays this year, my husband Bob and | gave each

other a trip to the Dominican Republicd to observe and participate in our District clean
water projects there. We were part of a group of 70 Rotarians from six Districts, involved
in the BioSand Water Filter projects to benefit the people of Dominica and Haiti. Together
we went up mountains and into the barrio, to work with fellow Rotarians and experience
what happens when we give the gift of life T clean water.

In the tiny mountain village of Los Higos, a small group of us drank the filtered water and
ate aydbubahknch prepared from the fooc
to trust those filters. It was a very big gift from the family, to share the food they struggle

to raise.

In the Aguas Negras barrio of Puerto Plata, about 80% of the residents are undocumented
Haitians. They do not qualify for schools or health clinics, and those who live to adulthood
must struggle to find work to feed their families. Their water is polluted beyond

DG Kathleen Tosco imagination. We spent four days there, in the Rotary sponsored school, clinic and building
projects. And we met Marisol, the girl whose picture is on the BioSand Filter donation
form. She is a beautiful teen now, thanks to the filters! Without them, she would not be

Contents Title: alive today.

A Message from the District

On the day we left, it started raining. The contaminated river broke through into the streets

Governor Message and homes of Aguas Negras. Our fellow Dominican Rotarians are right there in the barrio,
helping with the clean-up and rebuilding, and flushing out the water filters (more important
Peace Scholars than ever). And, they are also continuing their relief convoys to their neighbors in Haiti!
Attendance - . . . . . . . .
While we were in the Dominican Republic, I received several emails about projects going
Thirsting to Serve on at home, submitted for District Simplified Grants i projects to help support our closest
nei ghbors. Whether ités a wheelchair r
Salcedo Rotary mentorship program for at risk teens i or a water filter in Los Higos T Rotarians
SR everywhere have something in common. One way or another, we all take care of our
nei ghbor s. In Rotary, itds a really &

Delton Dictionary Project

South Lansing/Holt

Upcoming Events

ROTARY PEACE SCHOLARS - CHANGE

An important change to the 2010 selection process. In order to provide ample pre-departure time for our January
Chulalongkorn Fellows, the Rotary Peace Centers Selection committee will hold two selection sessions: The first in
August for Chulalongkorn Fellows and the second in October for MA Fellows. Because of this important scheduling
change it is extremely important that applications for the Professional Development sessions are submitted at the
earliest possible date and no later than 1 July 2010. Therefore, applications must be received by the District no later
than June 1!




MONTHLY ATTENDANCE & MEMBERSHIP FOR JANUARY 2010

Members [Members|YTD{ Chg From |Meetings

Club 6/30/2009 Current | Chg| Last Mo. Held |Average Attend?
Albion 59 56 -3 0 4 65
Allegan 38 39 1 0 4 60.29
Battle Creek 82 77 -5 -1 4 50.37
Benton Harbor-Sunrise 46 45 -1 0 4 75.61
Berrien Springs-Eau Claire 35 32 -3 0 4 60
Bronson 42 45 3 0 4 78.61
Cereal City Sunrise 16 16 0 0 4 79.7
Charlotte 85 85 0 0 4 83.33
Climax 24 27 3 n/a 0 0
Coldwater 93 94 1 0 4 79.41
Coldwater Township Sunrise 50 51 1 0 4 86.7
Constantine 20 22 2 0 4 100
Delta Waverly 78 69 -9 -9 4 69
Delton Area 25 22 -3 0 4 68.18
Dowagiac 60 53 -7 0 4 42.92
East Lansing 86 87 1 2 4 57.21
Eaton Rapids 34 38 4 1 4 67
Grand Ledge 53 55 2 1 4 64.4
Gull Lake Area 51 50 -1 -1 4 62.37
Haslett-Okemos 46 46 0 -1 4 78.19
Hastings 60 62 2 -1 4 59.86
Hillsdale 43 42 -1 0 4 47.35
lonia 37 38 1 1 4 55
Jackson 80 71 -9 0 4 68.3
Jackson-Breakfast 21 24 3 0 4 76
Jonesville 22 19 -3 -3 4 64
Kalamazoo 244 243 -1 4 4 64.11
Kalamazoo Sunrise 18 20 2 1 4 70
Lakeshore 60 54 -6 0 4 68.24
Lansing 244 236 -8 -4 4 55.89
Lansing - Dewitt Sunrise 28 25 -3 -1 4 71.21
Litchfield 15 16 1 1 3 68
Marcellus 12 12 0 0 4 62.5
Marshall 60 57 -3 1 4 47.8
Mason 23 25 2 0 4 57
Michigan Center-JCE 15 10 -5 0 4 82
Middleville 45 41 -4 -2 4 48.78
Niles-Buchanan 44 39 -5 -1 4 47
Oshtemo 31 27 -4 0 4 44.44
Otsego 18 18 0 0 4 79.68
Parchment 16 16 0 0 4 62
Paw Paw Area 24 28 4 3 4 52.67
Paw Paw Lake 16 13 -3 0 4 59.6
Plainwell 19 18 -1 0 4 68.06
Portage 95 92 -3 0 4 62
Portage AM 20 20 0 0 4 70
Quincy 33 30 -3 -2 4 78
Reading 19 19 0 0 4 75
South Haven 52 48 -4 -3 5 64.78
South Lansing-Holt 29 30 1 0 4 62.5
St. Johns 44 49 5 -1 4 77.89
St. Joseph & Benton Harbor 184 175 -9 -2 4 58.54
Sturgis 45 43 -2 -2 4 56.32
Three Rivers 89 93 4 4 4 56.5
Union City 23 24 1 0 4 66
Vicksburg 34 32 -2 1 4 86.61
White Pigeon 13 14 1 0 4 63
Williamston Sunrise 44 41 -3 -3 4 51.43
Totals, Net Gain, Avg Attendance: 2873 | -69 -17 65.55%
57 of 58 clubs reporting 2942




Thirsting to Serve (]

international clean water projects

Districy 629°

A QUICK LOOK AT THE UP COMING
2010 CLEAN WATER CONFERENCE

AEXTRAORDI NARY PARKRONERSHI

March 27, 2010 (8:30 am to 3:30 pm)
Prince Conference Center i Calvin College
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Go to: http://www.thirstingtoserve.org/register.php
Contact: sbodenner@gmail.com

Rotarian Charles Jespersen Pinned as an Honorargivber of the Salcedo Rotary Club
Santiago, Dominican Republic, February7 2010

Rotarian Charles Jespersen was pinned by District Governor Ramiro
Sanchez Melo as an honorary Member of the Rotary Club of Salcedo
(Dominican Republic at the Rotary District 4060 project fair.

In July 2009, at our first club assembly , we selected 7 Rotarians as our
honorary club members. These Rotarians were chosen in appreciation
for their hard work and commitment to Rotary, the contributions they
have made to our community and the bonds of friendship that have risen
among our clubs.
We were hoping to pin Charles at a special Club meeting on February
6"but he wa omedotSalceddy theughit turned out to be an
even more special occasion when the day later we were able to get the
District Governor to do it in the presence of all Project Fair Attendees.
It is the first time our club has chosen international Rotarians as honorary members and the 3 of them were able to
come back to the DR for different events.

Other International Rotarians chosen: Norm Malmberg from the Scott Valley California Rotary Club and Dr.
Albert Alley from the Lebanon, PA Rotary Club.

Local Rotarians chosen: Past District governor Raimundo Alvarez (Santiago de los Caballeros club) and Ruyard
Montas (Santo Domingo Mirador), Rotarian Napoleon Chevalier(La Vega Real) and DG elect Alexandra Martinez
(Santiago Gurabito).They were pinned at our Club anniversary in November.

It is a pleasure to count Charles as one of us, Josefina Urefia, Club President
(Our District has had two filter grants with her Club and the St. Joseph Benton Harbor Club has had 3-4 literacy
programs with them.)

Since 2004, PDG Bill on behalf of District 6360 Rotarainas,
took the opportunity ... to recognize five (5) Dominican
Rotarians.
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Kalamazoo Rotaract Club

(/) Celebrating
-~ Our 1° Year

Please join us...

We will take a look at the past year
and our future plans.

Rotarians and guests welcome.
Light hors d’oeuvres and a

cash bar will be available.

RSVP by: Wednesday, March 10"
to KalamazooRotaract@gmail.com

Saturday, March 13, 2010
: 7:00pm - 8:15pm
: The Park Club

219 West South Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
$15 per person




DELTON AREA ROTARY CLUB DICTIONARY PROJECT

Last year as president of the Delton Rotary Club | was looking for a project that could make a difference and

because we are a small c¢club, a project thamgazingul dndt b
there was an article about various successful projects of small clubs and one leaped out at me, giving dictionaries to

third graders. I discovered that there were a few dictionaries in the third grade classroom for students to use, but no

child had a dictionary of their very own. Looking back in time when | was in elementary school, every child had the

same personal dictionary and we used them every day.

| contacted the Dictionary Project, (a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The goal of this program is to assist all
students to complete the school year as good writers, active readers and creative thinkers by providing the students
with their own personal dictionaries. The dictionaries are a gift to each student to use at school and at home for years
to come. The organization sent me a sample of the dictionaries and the third grade teachers selected one they
thought was best for their students. The price is unbelievably low. We ordered the dictionaries, and printed the name
of each student in their dictionary so they would know that this was their very own. That was a big hit. Some of
these children never had a book of their very own.

Each child wrote a thank-you note; here are some of their comments:

fil really | ike my dictionary. I found a |l ot of words |
know.0

fil found all kinds of stuff like Roman numerals, very large numbers, and the map. The best part is | needed a

dictionary.o

fi | love my new dictionary. I love to read it at night. | love finding the capitals of states and I like learning new
words.o

fiThank you for the wonderful dictionary. It will make me smart.0

fi My favorite thing is the map because then | know where we stand and other people stand like my Grandpa and
Grandma live in Phoenix. Ariz..0

fil love my dictionary and | will keep it forever.o

fi We got lucky today. We appreciate your kindness. Now we can spell. We can play games, find out definitions. We
can find states on the map.0

fi | found words that | never knew existed like sarcophagus and segregation. Do you like to read the dictionary?0

fil |l ove AThe Best ®jcktdmnlhoolkisng§goup Saudekhitsds of words.
it.0

fi | igstuck in my mind,0

fi I never thought I would get my own dictionary and thanks to you | got one. It is the best dictionary ever. | will use
it every day | promise.0

fi | was excited when | saw the dictionary. | was shocked. | love looking up words in it and when | do I will think of
you. You Rotarians look like you have a lot of fun. Come back anytime.o

i My Mommy was surprised that you guys gave one to every student in the third grade. | always wanted a dictionary
and now | have my own with my name in it.0

Our club members were so enthusiastic witnessing the joy of the children receiving these dictionaries and knowing
that we gave them an essential tool to achieve success, that we gave a thesaurus to every child in the fifth grade. We
have decided to continue this project every year. To contact The Dictionary Project, email:
wordpower@dictionaryproject.org, phone 843-388-8375, 843-856-2706 or PO Box 1845 Charleston, SC29402.

Marguerite Alden



mailto:wordpower@dictionaryproject.org

Please join us at the Lansing Texas RoadHouse for the South Lansing / Holt Rotary
Celebrity Luncheon (featuring Texas Style Hand-cut steaks, salad and fresh baked bread).
Thursday, March 4, 2010. Seating begins at 11:30am through 1:15pm. Advanced
ticket purchase is suggested as this event does sell out. Texas Road House is located
at 280 East Edgewood Blvd, Lansing Ml .

Contact Pat Spyke,

pspyke@lafcu.com

UPCOMING DATES . ..

March 1820, 2010PETSMANDATORY FOR PE® Radisson, Kalamazoo

i March 27, 2010, 8" Annual Clean Water Conference, Calvin College, Grand
Rapids

0 April 17, 2010,Saturday, Quarterly Staff Meeting & Board Meeting, Schuk r 6 4}|,

Marshall
U May 7-8, 2010, Friday-Saturday & District Conference, Radisson, Kalamazoo,

MI; May 6 & Paul Harris Dinner, Park club, Kalamazoo
U June 20-23, 201098 RI Convention, Montreal, Canada

c:

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER IS THE 25™
OF EACH MONTH.

DISTRICT OFFICE INFORMATION:
LINDA FOSTER, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR, ROTARY DISTRICT 6360 AND EDITOR

316 BEECH STREET, CHARLOTTE, Ml 48813-1006
517-543-7929; FAX: 517-543-3041; district6360@cablespeed.com

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS

Rotary District 6360

316 Beech Street
Charlotte, MI 48813-1006
www.district6360.com
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